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Our Journey Begins...
Spice & Other Street Drugs – A Manchester-led Solution for a UK problem
THIS IS NOT A MANCHESTER-CENTRIC ISSUE
Our Perspective – Pre-Psychoactive Substances Act
Spice & Other Street Drugs – A Manchester-led Solution for a UK problem
• Greater Manchester Police (GMP) began to experience issues with NPS in Northern Quarter.
• Proliferation of Head Shops and other retailers.Variety of clientele.
• Increase in ASB incidents - a single street experienced a rise in ASB of 1,500% in 3 year period.
• “Spice Tourists” – Synthetic Cannabinoid Receptor Agonists (SCRA) users as young as 12yrs.
Our Perspective – Post-Psychoactive Substances Act
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• Head Shops close. Initial drought of NPS on the street. “Spice Tourists” disappeared.
• Establishment of street supply. Where are they getting them from?
• Uncertainty from Police Officers as to identification & powers.
• Individuals showing signs of withdrawal akin to Class A drugs. SCRA prevalence becomes
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Operational Successes
Spice & Other Street Drugs – A Manchester-led Solution for a UK problem
Warrant executed led to seizure of 
SCRA with potential street value of 
several million pounds.
Spice dealers receive custodial 
sentences totaling 50 years.
Engagement and Knowledge Exchange
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• Initial engagement period to outline offences under Misuse of Drugs Act.
• Establishment of on street outreach with Drugs Workers.
• Creation and utilisation of non-custodial outcomes for possession offences.
• Increased information sharing with service providers.
• Training for staff around assisting and care for users.
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Our Focus – The Deathly Hallows 
Twitter: @MANDRAKE_LAB
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Harm Reduction – Informing People
• Publically-funded & embedded into the forensic process. First resource of its type, in England.
• Rapid, robust and reliable chemical analysis in permanent, licensed city-centre facility.
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GM DEWS Panel 
Response (6 pm)
• Turnaround (2.5h)
• Alert drafted (by EWS)
• Full recovery of patients
• Operationally embedded
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Innovative Analysis – Informing Practice
• Qualitative Analysis (5 min)1,2
• Simple, robust and widely applicable.
• Field trials (GMP, HMP Holme House, Pride)
• Quantitative Analysis (MDMA, 2.5 min)3
• Deployed at Warehouse Project (2019)
1 Antonides et al, ACS Omega (2019), 4, 7103
2 WO2019138226 Patent (2019)
3 Hussain et al, Forensic Chem. (2020), 20, 100263
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Rob Ralphs & Paul Gray
Int. J. Drug Policy (2021) [in press]
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Intelligence – Informing Professionals
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Case Study – ADB-HINACA (23rd Mar 2021)
• First ever detection in UK.
• Reported to UNODC.
• Forensic Chemistry (2021) [review]
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Our Impact
Monitoring of local, national and international drug trends.
Emerging threats – fentanyls and ADB-HINACA.
New forensic pathway incorporating MANDRAKE’s ability to test.
Drugs Early Warning System (GM Police & Crime Plan 2018).
Inform other public services & partner agencies.
Develop Police, GMCA and research initiatives.
Work with night time economy.










TITITLEhe End of the Beginning…
THIS IS NOT A MANCHESTER-CENTRIC ISSUE……BUT IT IS  ESTER-L D SOLUTION!
